
Organiser Co-organiser Lead Sponsor



BUSINESS 
OF 
DESIGN 
WEEK
Asia’s premier annual event on design, 
innovation and brands since 2002, 
Business of Design Week (BODW) 
organised by Hong Kong Design Centre 
brings some of the world’s most 
outstanding design masters and influential 
business figures to Hong Kong. It 
provides a valuable platform for business 
and creative leaders to exchange ideas, 
network, and explore new business 
opportunities.

||| Asia’s premier annual 
event on DESIGN, 
INNOVATION & BRANDS



BRIDGE
the gap between the 
worlds of design, 
business and public 
sector. Bring in 
successful cases 
worldwide and potential 
business in Hong Kong

ENHANCE
the synergy and 
collaboration 
between partner 
countries/ cities and 
Hong Kong

SPARK
positive 
changes to 
social well-being

IGNITE
a worldwide 
community of 
design and maintain 
Hong Kong as a world 
map of design city



PARTNER 
COUNTRIES/ 
CITIES
Each year a partner city or country is 
showcased at BODW through speakers 
and a design pavilion. The partnership 
developed from the making of BODW 
does not end with the closing of the event. 
It signifies the beginning of a long term 
collaboration and mutual learning 
between the two communities through 
continuous engagement in forthcoming 
BODWs and other forms of professional/ 
student exchange initiatives. 
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Design the Future, Create Tomorrow!
The United Kingdom (UK) is one of the world’s greatest cultural nations. The UK is not just famous for its museums, galleries, 

heritage and monuments, but also for the dynamism and diversity of its commercial creative industries. Over the last two decades, 
the UK’s creative sector has contributed over £100 billion a year to the economy, providing 3 million jobs and growing at twice the 
rate of the rest of the economy. From fashion to film, architecture to advertising, UK creatives have a well-earned reputation for 

challenging conventions and embracing the new with professionalism and flair. 



BODW ATTRACTS…

30+
Countries/ 
cities’ 
participants

80+
Speakers and 
Moderators

57%
Industry Leaders
CEOs, Entrepreneurs &
Creatives

33%
Academics, Educators &
University Students

10%
Policy Makers, 
Civil Servants &
Public Sector Innovators

230,000+
Participants

72%
Local

15%
Mainland of China

4%
Asian Regions & 
Countries

9%
Other Countries



12
SUMMITS & FORUMS

2+
PARTNER PROGRAMMES

8+
CONCURRENT PROGRAMMES

KNOWLEDGE EXCHANGE
PROFESSIONAL NETWORKING

NEW BUSINESS OPPORTUNITES



SUMMITS
AND 
FORUMS

Keynote Speakers of 
each BODW edition, 
from Architects, City 
planners, Design 
Masters, Trend setters to 
influential Business 
Leaders…

Plenary 

Masterclass
Plenary

aims to create an intimate 
and interactive learning 
experience for a mix of 
innovators, entrepreneurs, 
designers, city planners, 
developers, business 
strategists, decision-
maker.

Masterclass



Greater Bay Area & Design 
da TALK

Brand 
Asia 
ForumCreative Mindset

explores the future of 
education to cultivate 
creative intelligence and 
innovative mindset across 
public, private and 
academic sectors

Creative Mindset

SUMMITS 
AND
FORUMS



DFA: Design for Asia
Digital & Design
Communication & Design 
Product & Technology
Space & Design

SUMMITS 
AND
FORUMS
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Jacques HERZOG
Herzog & de Meuron (Switzerland)

Golden Medal – Triennale di Milano 2015
Mario BELLINI
Architect & Designer,Mario Bellini 

Architects (Italy)

Massimiliano FUKSAS
Founder and Principal, Studio Fuksas (Italy)

2014 Honorary Royal Designer for 
Industry (RDI)
Li EDELKOORT
Trend Forecaster,Trend Union (France)

Sou FUJIMOTO
Director, Sou Fujimoto Architects Inc. (Japan)

More and More
Internationally 
Awarded
Speakers… 
@BODW

Ron Arad
Co-founder, Ron Arad Associates (UK)

Marco BALICH
Chairman, Balich Worldwide 
Shows (Italy)

Thomas HEATHERWICK
Founder and Principal,
Heatherwick Studio (UK)

Carlo RATTI
Director, MIT Senseable City 
Lab; Founding Partner, Carlo 
Ratti Associati (US/Italy)



Teo Yang
Creative Director, 

Teo Yang Studio (S. Korea)

AHN Sang-soo
Graphic Designer

Director, Paju Typography 

Institute in Korea (S. Korea)

Youngsoo HAN
Principal Designer, LG Electronics /  

Design Center (S. Korea)

Wall Street Journal Magazine‘s 2017 
Architecture Innovator of the Year Award
Charles RENFRO
Partner, Diller Scofidio + Renfro (US)

2013 Pritzker Laureate
Toyo ITO
Architect, Toyo Ito & Associates, 

Architects (Japan)

Erik Spiekernann
Type and Information Designer, 

Letterpress Printer, p98a.berlin (Germany)

Tim BROWN
CEO & President, IDEO (US)

Carol Ross BARNEY, 
FAIA
Design Principal, Ross Barney 
Architects (US)

Rem KOOLHAAS
Founding Partner, OMA 
(The Netherlands)

Shigeru BAN
Founder, Shigeru Ban Architects 
(Japan)



“We have more specialists coming together from all the fields and 
all the countries. That’s why they are unique.”

- Ben van Berkel, Founder & Principal Architect, UNStudio

“If there is only one design conference I would go every year, 
BODW, this definitely the event I would choose.”

- Chelsia Lau, Chief Designer, Ford Motor Company

“BODW 2018 is a fantastic forum for designers to meet each other to discuss 
problems that we need to face and to find new connections and collaborations.”

- Prof. Rob Adams AM, Director City Design and Projects, City of Melbourne

“Wonderful crowds with fantastic content!”
- Tim Brown, CEO & President, IDEO



Design Works 
by  Partner  

Country/City

Anchor Sites 
Festival 

Satellite 
Events 

Education & 
Community 
Activation 

PARTNER 
PROGRAMME

As an extension of BODW, CityProg
partners and collaborates with different 
brands, businesses, organisations and 
institutions to organise an exciting mix 
of happenings at anchor sites and 
satellite sites, especially around Wan 
Chai, from November to January every 
year with the peak during BODW week 
(December), to connect the city’s 
creative power, lift up creative vibe 
and celebrate good designs and 
innovations with a vision to establish 
Hong Kong as the creative hub of Asia.

||| 100+ Partners
76,000 Participants



Every year deTour offers a variety 
of programmes, featuring 
innovative designs from young and 
emerging talents to more advanced 
creative professionals, to inspire 
creativity and foster exchange of 
ideas. Officially launched in 2008 
as an important concurrent event of 
the BODW, deTour is now curated 
and organised by PMQ, a creative 
hub located in the heart of Hong 
Kong.

||| 100,000+
Participants

6 Installations
11 Exhibitions

14 Design Dialogues
32 Workshops

PARTNER
PROGRAMME



CONCURRENT 
EVENTS

DesignInspire

SMARTBIZ EXPO

Fashion Asia Hong Kong

DFA Awards Presentation 
Ceremony

BIP Asia Forum

GDN (Global Design Network) 
Forum

Leadership Forum on Design 
Education

M+ Matters Keynote

WORKTECH18 Hong Kong



Knowledge 
Exchange

Professional 
Networking

New Business 
Opportunities

GALA DINNER
AND
NETWORKING 
EVENTS

|||

|||

|||



WHY PARTNER 
WITH BODW?
Exploiting the Tremendous Opportunity 
for your brand

o Huge network coverage (e.g Networking events, Gala 
Dinner and more)  to extend business reach with 
decision makers for collaboration

o Interdisciplinary speakers brings new ideas and 
inspiration and companies have the opportunities 
from learning experience of the top leaders and CEO 
and more to enhance creativity and move thinking 
forward

o Provide broad publicity at pre-event, onsite and post-
event through BODW channels

© SNASK x Asta Ostrovskaja
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